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Howv to use this book

You can use this book independently as you prepare for the IELTS test or as a coursebook
in an IELTS preparation course with a teacher.

Throughout this book there are examples to follow and exercises for you to complete.
This book covers the Reading and Writing modules for both General Training and
Academic candidates. You can easily select the particular sections to study based on your
specific needs. To get the most out of this book and achieve your best possible result on the
IELTS test make sure you do all the exercises related to your test: either General Training
or Academic.

A full Answer key is provided at the back of the book.

Both Unit 1: Reading and Unit 2: Writing contain the following six sections.

1 What is in the test?

The first section describes the specific IELTS test, with information about its length, how
it is conducted and structured, what kinds of questions there are, and how it is assessed.

You should read this section in conjunction with the IELTS Handbook that you receive
when you register for the IELTS test.

2 Test-taking tips

This section gives you advice about how to manage the test as successfully as possible.

These tips will help you complete the test within the time allowed and get the best mark
possible.

3 Getting to know the test

This section tells you what is included in each part or section of the test and how to
approach these sections. For the Reading Test, this section introduces you to the various
question types, and it includes exercises and examples for familiarising yourself with the

requirements and nature of each question type. For the Writing Test, this section introduces
you to the criteria used to assess each of the Tasks.

4 The strategies and skills you need

This is the main section of each unit because it explains the strategies and/or skills that you
need to do well in the Reading and Writing modules and gives you opportunities to practise
them. Strategies are the practical techniques you can use to meet the specific demands of

WWW.ARMANIENQLISH.Com
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the test — such as skimming and scanning the text quickly in the Reading Test. Skills are
the abilities and language needed to perform well in the test — for example, the ability to
organise your ideas logically in the Writing Test. Exercises are included throughout these

sections to help you develop both strategies and skills. You should do these exercises
without assistance and try to follow any time limits suggested.

5 Developing an independent study program

This section helps you develop a self-study program. This involves identifying your
needs, finding appropriate practice materials and maintaining a regular study schedule.

This section includes advice on improving your general reading and writing, as well as
practising specifically for the IELTS test.

6 Practice IELTS tests

These practice tests simulate the real IELTS tests. You can do them before you start studying
the other sections of the book to give you an idea of your current abilities, or you can do
them after working through the units to consolidate your learning. You should do them
without any assistance and follow any time limits given.

How to use this b
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m the Reading Test?

The IELTS Reading Test has two formats: Academic and General Training.

Time allowed 60 minutes

Procedure The Reading Test is the second section of the IELTS test.

It is held in an examination room. You are given a question booklet
and an answer sheet. As you complete each section, you write
your answers directly onto the answer sheet.

Number of questions | 40 questions, 1 mark per guestion

Each section contains 12 to 14 questions.

Types of questions Multiple-choice Identifying information
Identifying writer’s views/claims Matching information
Matching headings Matching features
Matching sentence endings Sentence completion
Labelling a diagram Short-answer questions
Summary/note/table/flow-chart completion

Structure In both Academic and General Training there are three sections of
increasing difficulty.

Reading passages Academic

Three passages from magazines, books, journals or newspapers
on topics of general interest and of increasing difficulty. Each text
may provide information and include description as well as analysis

and evaluation. At least one text presents a detailed logical
argument.

General Training

The texts for the three sections are taken from:

1 notices, timetables, advertisements

2 two short work-related texts — these are mainly information texts
3 one longer text, which may be a description or instruction text

Skills focus Academic

There will be a range of question types tested over each of the
three texts.

General Training

Section 1: Extracting as well as matching general factual
information from the texts

Section 2: |dentifying and extracting specific information on work-
related topics

Section 3: Locating information in longer texts and answering
different question types

Scoring You will receive a band score between 0 and 9 depending on how

many questions you answer correctly. Scores can be reported in
whole or half band scores, e.g. 8.0 or 75.

° Focusing on IELTS Reading and Writing Skills
www.ARMANIENGLISH.com
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What should you do when you take the IELTS Reading Test? Here are some suggestions
about how to manage the test as successfully as possible.

Be prepared

Make sure you arrive at the examination centre early so that you are relaxed and calm.
Dress comfortably. Bring pencils, as answers to the Reading Test must be written in pencil.

Manage your time

The Reading Test requires careful time management and self-discipline. It is a good idea to
look quickly through the whole test first before you start. There may be recommendations
for how long you spend on each passage or section. If there are, you should plan out your
time so you can stick to them. If there aren’t, decide yourself how much time you need for
each section. Remember that the sections increase in difficulty. For example, if more than

about 15 minutes is spent on Section 1, then you will have less time for later and more
difficult sections.

Read actively and quickly, using the skills introduced in this book, and try to predict
answers.

Make sure you read the questions carefully — each needs a different approach so use
the different skills you will learn in this book. When answering the questions you should
spend no more than about a minute on any one question. If you cannot answer a question

within this time, you should move on to tackle the next question. See the tips below for
further advice.

Guess

Try to answer all the questions. If necessary, guess the answer. There are no penalties
for wrong answers. Finalise all your answers as you complete each section — don’t wait

until the end of the test, as it will be difficult to go back to earlier sections and guess
answers then.

Write accurately

Although this is a reading test, your ability to write accurate answers is also relevant.
Incorrect grammar or spelling in your answers will be penalised. Remember to write
your answers directly onto the answer sheet. As you write them, check whether you are
using correct grammar and spelling. Make sure you write your answer next to the correct
number. Also, do not write ‘true’, ‘false’ or ‘not given’ if ‘yes’, ‘no’ or ‘not given’ are
required. You can cross out and change your answers - untidiness is not penalised, as long

as your writing can be clearly understood.
Unit 1: Reading e
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Know what to expect

It is important to know what to expect in the Reading Test. Make sure that you are
thoroughly familiar with both the content and the structure of the test. For both tests, you
should prepare by reading widely, practising the reading strategies and skills introduced in
this book, expanding your vocabulary and learning more about synonyms, paraphrasing
and summarising. You will have practice in these areas in this book. Each test uses different
types of texts; however, the reading strategies and skills required are the same, SO you

should complete all of the exercises in this book to give yourself the best advantage in
the test.

Academic

In the Academic test, the reading passages are based on general topics. They become
progressively longer (usually approximately 750-950 words for each) in each section of
the text. Each passage is different in type. The first may be a more general description, the
second may contain more analysis of a topic and the third is usually a longer argument
that needs to be followed. This book will help you to identify the different features of each
text type. It will also give you practice at reading longer texts.

General Training

There are three sections to the General Training test. The first section may have two or
three short texts or several quite brief texts, such as advertisements or notices. The second
section has two texts related to workplace issues. The third section will consist of a longer

developed description or instruction text. This book will give you practice at reading these
different types of texts.

° Focusing on IELTS Reading and Writing Skills
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IRgt6 know the test

The IELTS Reading Test assesses your general and specific reading ability, using eleven
types of question. Each of these question types requires a different approach or strategy.

Multiple-choice

questions Identifying information

Identifying writer's . .
i ks ; Matching information
views or claims

IELTS Reading Test

Matching headings Matching features

question types

Matching sentence .
. Sentence completion
endings
Diagram label Summary/note/table/ Short-answer
completion flow-chart completion questions

Knowing how best to handle these different kinds of questions is essential to performing

well in the test. To familiarise yourself with these question types, work through exercises
1 to 12 in this section.

In some question types (for example, identifying information) the questions follow
the same order in which the information occurs in the passage; in other question types

(for example, matching information), the answers might be located anywhere in the text
or texts. ”

Remember for all questions to write your answer directly onto the answer sheet. Always
attempt all questions, even if you have to guess, because wrong answers are not penalised.

Multiple-choice questions
What do | have to do?

With multiple-choice questions, you need to select the best answer from a list of options.
You may have to choose one answer from four options, or choose two or three answers

from a longer list of options.
Unit 1: Reading a

www.ARMANIENG/LISH.com
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In some multiple-choice questions, you are given the start of a sentence (known as a
sentence ‘stem’) and you have to choose the best sentence ending from three choices.

Multiple-choice questions may be either about specific information from the text or

about the author’s purpose overall. Multiple-choice questions that refer to the text overall
are known as global multiple-choice questions.

Multiple-choice questions test your understanding of specific points or of the main
points of the text.

How do | approach multiple-choice questions?

Multiple-choice questions will be presented in the order the answers appear in the text,
50, to save time, make sure you answer the questions in order. Don’t answer the questions
based on your own personal opinions or knowledge. For all multiple-choice questions
begin by:

v skimming the whole passage quickly for an overview

v checking whether you have to select one option only or several

v identifying and underlining key words in the question or sentence stem.

From there, you have a choice of approaches. One is to read the question or sentence
stem carefully and predict what you think the answer could be without looking at the
options. Scan to locate the section of the text where the answer can be found. There will be
word clues, such as synonyms (words with the same meaning as key words), to help you.
Read that section carefully to check if your prediction about the answer is correct. Now
read the four options and select the one that matches the answer in the text.

Another approach is to read the options straight away after reading the question or

stem, identify the correct section of the text and find the option that best matches the
information in the text.

v Watch out for synonyms and remember that the correct answer may paraphrase or
summarise the information in the text.

v Check each of the possible answers for words that qualify or change the meaning of

nouns or verbs (for example, all, never, some) and also for logical connectors (for
example, and, or, not) that change meaning.

Global multiple-choice questions test your understanding of the whole text. You will
not find the exact answer written in the text, but it will be inferred. Make sure you are

familiar with the whole text before answering global multiple-choice questions. Use one
of the above approaches.

° Focusing on IELTS Reading and Writing Skills
www.ARMANIENGLISH.com
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mmtiple-choice questions

Read the following text and answer the questions that follow.

Seven ways to fast track success

1 Optimism: Simply put, if you do not
believe that some things can get better, you
will have no reason to try wholeheartedly.
The idea of ‘positive psychology’ has been
around at least since the 1950s and we are
in the grip of it once more, but don’t let
that put you off. Aside from some of the
overblown claims and simplicities, learning
how to reframe your thinking into a positive
cast of mind is a useful skill.

Openness: The curse of clever people is
they too readily analyse new information
and categorise it into their existing schemas
and frameworks. In this way they can be
blind to nuances and nuggets that can
change their lives. The curse of stupid
people is that they don’t bother analysing
new information in the first place. The
result in both cases is a kind of content and
complacent maintenance of the status quo.
Self-efficacy: This is a concept pioneered
by psychologist Albert Bandura and relates
to one’s belief that you can do something or
achieve something. People who believe they
can successfully complete a training course
or diet are more likely to do so than those
without this self-belief. Self-efficacy is not
just about positive self-talk (though this can
help) but also about engaging in action steps
set out, to provide the proof to yourself that
you really can do it.

Vision: Vision has received bad press
because it has been overused and devalued

in numerous vision statements. However,
vision is creating something akin to a
mental movie in which you can see yourself
doing whatever it is you seek. Can you see
yourself acting and interacting with the
other people in this desired domain? Are
you succeeding? The other point to make
is I am not advocating some form of visual
goal-setting. The purpose of envisaging is
to create some active engagement that may
lead to other opportunities as you act.
Playfulness and risk: Children will often
test their toys to destruction, or use them in
‘inappropriate’ ways. It means coming to
an idea without preconceptions to see it for
what it is. It is a bit like throwing away the
instruction manual. The Zen Buddhist term
for this concept is Shoshin.

Flexibility: This is perhaps best summed
up by Groucho Marx’s quote: ‘These are
my principles and if you don’t like them,
don’t worry, I've got others!” It means most
diamonds have flaws as well as brilliance
and it depends on how you hold them up to
the light as to what you will see.
Persistence: I’ll bet the most important
things you’ve done in your life involved a
degree of risk that met with resistance from
some quarters. It is amazing how many
people fail simply because they lose the
courage of their convictions. It’s therefore
important to recognise that giving in is
ultimately your choice and yours alone.

continued »

Unit 1: Reading 0
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Questions 1-9

Choose the correct letter, A, B, C or D.

1

The author believes that ‘positive psychology’
A has been around for too long.

B s effective if caution is taken.

C s far too simple to be good.

D detracts because of overblown claims.

It is suggested that the difference between the most and the least
intelligent people relates to

A their analysis or non-analysis of information.

B their blindness to nuances and life-changing nuggets.

C  the different ways that they change and hope.

D one group being more content with the status quo.

Albert Bandura’s concept for self-efficacy encourages people to
A commence a training course or diet successfully.

B engage predominantly in positive self-talk techniques.

C  develop a positive self-belief in achieving success.

D engage in several steps including the provision of proof.

Vision relates to

A creating opportunities through being actively engaged.

B  developing forms of visual goal-setting in a desired domain.

C  making positive statements of honesty and integrity.
D  feeling comfortable and successful through interaction.
Children are mentioned because they

A use their toys inappropriately.

B throw away the instruction manual.

C  engage in spontaneous play.

D  have preconceptions about their toys.

Flexibility relates to

A maintaining the principles one has learnt.

B looking at issues differently.

C  assessing how diamonds are valued.

D

seeing the flaws in brilliance.
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7  The idea of persistence suggests that
A there is usually widespread opposition to an idea.
B  failing to achieve has a number of causes.
C  taking responsibility for one’s own convictions is key.
D  giving in has some element of resistance from others.
8  The writer’s overall purposeisto
A suggest methods of becoming successful.
B  warn about potential negative factors.
C  give information about the idea of action steps.
D  identify the mind steps that aid success.

9  From this list of qualities, A~E, select two qualities that the author of this text
believes are important.

A Positively reframing thinking D Making mind-movies
B Acting impulsively E Coming fresh to ideas
C Being influenced by others

Identifying information
What do | have to do?

For questions that require you to identify information, you need to decide whether a
statement is true or false according to the information given in the text, or whether no
information about the statement is given. Your answer will be either ‘true’, ‘false’ or
‘not given’. True statements agree with the information in the text. False information
contradicts or is the opposite of the information in the text. If there is no information
about the statement in the text, or if it neither agrees with nor contradicts the information

in the text, the correct answer is ‘not given’. It is particularly important net to confuse ‘not
given’ statements with ‘false’ statements.

This question type tests your ability to identify specific information.

How do | approach identifying information?

v Identifying information questions will be presented in the order the answers appear in
the text, so make sure you answer the questions in order to save time.

v The questions will relate to two to five paragraphs.

v Read the statement and underline key words. Try to predict synonyms of these words

which may be used in the text.
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v Scan to the section where the information related to the statement begins by identifying

key information.

v Read that section carefully to check whether the statement:

— agrees with or supports the information in the text (using synonyms)

- disagrees with or contradicts the information in the text

— neither agrees nor disagrees with the information in the text because the relevant

information is not present.

Remember that the question may paraphrase the relevant information.

If the correct answer is “false’, the statement will explicitly contradict the information
in the text (possibly using a paraphrase).

v If you can’t find the information in the text, the correct answer is probably ‘not given’.
v It is unusual for the first question to be ‘not given’.

Identifying information

Read the following text and answer the questions that follow.

The world the box made

On April 26, 1956, a crane lifted fifty-eight
aluminium truck bodies aboard an ageing
tanker ship moored in Newark, New Jersey,
USA. Five days later, the Ideal-X sailed into
Houston, where fifty-eight trucks waited to
take on the metal boxes and haul them to their
destinations. Such was the beginning of a
revolution.

Decades later, when enormous trailer trucks
hauling nothing but stacks of boxes rumble
through the night, it is hard to fathom just how
much the container has changed the world. In
1956, China was not the world’s workshop. It
was not routine for shoppers to find Brazilian
shoes and Mexican vacuum cleaners in stores in
the middle of Kansas. Japanese families did not
eat beef from Wyoming, and French clothing
designers did not have their clothes sewn in
Vietnam. Before the container, transporting
goods was so expensive that it did not pay to
ship many things halfway around the world.

What is it about the container that is so
important? Surely not the thing itself — an

aluminium or steel box with two enormous
doors at one end. The value of this utilitarian
object lies not in what it is, but in how it is
used. The container is at the core of a highly
automated system for moving goods from
anywhere to anywhere with a minimum of cost
and complication.

The container made shipping cheap and
by doing so changed the shape of the world
economy. The thousands of ill-paid workers
who once made their livings loading and
unloading ships in every port are no more,
their tight-knit waterfront communities now
Jjust memories. Cities that had been centres
of maritime commerce for centuries, such as
New York and Liverpool, saw their waterfronts
decline with startling speed. At the same
time, the manufacturers located near them for
convenience moved away. Venerable ship lines
were crushed by the enormous cost of adapting
to container shipping. Merchant mariners, who
had shipped out to see the world, had their
shore leave reduced to a few hours ashore in a

L
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remote parking lot for containers, their ships
ready to leave as soon as high-speed cranes
finished moving the giant boxes off and on
the ships.

Even as it helped destroy the old economy,
the container helped build a new one. Sleepy
harbours such as Pusan and Seattle moved into
the front ranks of the world’s ports and massive
new ports were built in places like Felixstowe
in the UK and Tanjung Pelepas in Malaysia,
where none had been before. Small towns with
cheap land and low wages enticed factories

away from the old harbours. Sprawling
industrial complexes employing thousands to
manufacture products from start to finish gave
way to smaller, more specialised plants that
shipped half-finished goods to one another in
ever-lengthening supply chains. Poor countries
could realistically dream of becoming suppliers
to wealthy countries far away. Huge industrial
complexes mushroomed in places like Los
Angeles and Hong Kong only because the

cost of bringing raw materials in and sending
finished goods out had dropped like a stone.

Do the following statements agree with the information given in the reading passage?
Write:

TRUE if the statement agrees with the information
FALSE if the statement contradicts the information
NOT GIVEN if there is no information on this

1 Inthe mid-1950s, the transportation of metal containers using
vessels and heavy vehicles was common.

2 Containers, like many other goods, are made in China.

3 The container enabled trade in goods that were previously too
expensive to sell in distant countries.

4 The value of the container lies in its efficient structure.

S The container allowed the continuing employment of armies of
waterside workers.

6  Sailors hoping to visit exotic locations found that this did not
happen in the way they expected.

7 Singapore, like other Asian ports, expanded from a sleepy harbour
to a massive new port.

8  There was considerable downsizing of factories, as supply chains
altered in size.

9  Los Angeles and Hong Kong are given as examples of industrial
complexes with mushrooming costs.
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Identifying writer’s views/claims
What do | have to do?

For identifying writer’s views/claims questions, you need to decide whether a statement
agrees with the views or claims the writer makes in the text. Your answer should be either
‘yes’, ‘no’ or ‘not given’. You answer ‘yes’ if a statement agrees with the opinions or
claims of the writer. You answer ‘no’ if the statement contradicts the writer’s opinion or
argument. If the text gives no information on what the writer thinks about the statement,
the correct answer is ‘not given’. Be careful to distinguish between ‘no’ and ‘not given’.

This question type tests your ability to identify views or opinions.

How do | approach identifying writer’s views/claims?

v Identifying writer’s views/claims questions will be presented in the order the answers
appear in the text, so make sure you answer the questions in order to save time.

v Read the statement and underline key words.
v Scan to the section where the information related to the statement begins.
v Read that section carefully to check whether the statement:

— agrees with the opinions or claims of the writer (using synonyms)

— disagrees with or contradicts the opinions or claims of the writer

— neither agrees nor disagrees with the opinions or claims of the writer because the
relevant information is not present.

v Remember that the question may paraphrase the relevant information.

v If the correct answer is ‘no’, the statement will explicitly contradict the views of the
author presented in the text (possibly using a paraphrase).

v If you can’t find a statement giving the author’s opinion on the subject in the text, the
correct answer is probably ‘not given’.

v Remember to write ‘yes’ or ‘no’, and not ‘true’ or “false’ on the answer sheet.

Identifying writer’s views/claims

Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow.

The pursuit of happiness
One way or another, everything we do is section to track your investments, you’re
motivated by our desire to be happy. You’re hoping for news that they’re doing well, which
reading this because you hope it will be a will make you feel good.
pleasant experience. If you read the business If you’re working hard in pursuit of
—
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promotion and a pay rise, you’re doing it
because you believe the extra status and money
will make you happier.

The philosopher Blaise Pascal said: ‘All
men seek happiness. This is without exception.
Whatever different means they employ, they all
tend to this end. The cause of some going to war,
and of others avoiding it, is the same desire in
both, attended with different views ... This is the
motive of every action of every man ...’

The Harvard psychologist Daniel Gilbert
puts it the opposite way: ‘If there has ever been
a group of human beings who prefer despair
to delight, frustration to satisfaction and pain
to pleasure, they must be very good at hiding
because no one has ever seen them.

‘People want to be happy, and all the other
things they want are typically meant to be
means to that end. Even when people forgo
happiness in the moment — by dieting when
they could be eating, or working late when they
could be sleeping — they are usually doing so in
order to increase its future yield.

If all of us want to be happy all the time,

the explanation for this has to be in the way
humans have evolved as a species. According
to David Nettle, a British psychologist, we’re
biologically programmed not to be happy but
merely to pursue happiness. We’re programmed
to pursue it in ways that contribute to our
biological fitness. Whether we actually achieve
it, nature doesn’t much care.

The pursuit of happiness is humans’ basic
motivating force, the drive that keeps us doing
and striving. Thus we’ve evolved never to be
completely happy (or never for long) and to
quickly adapt to whatever we’ve managed to
attain and soon be hankering for something we
imagine will be better.

The good news, however, is that most of
us do achieve a fair bit of happiness. Surveys
unfailingly show that most people are quite
happy most of the time. We are programmed
to believe we’ll be happier if we’re physically
and materially secure, if we have a mate, if we
have high social status, and many other things.
All these are things that, in our primitive state,
would have contributed to our fitness.

Do the following statements agree with the claims of the writer in the reading passage?

Write:

YES if the statement agrees with the claims of the writer

NO if the statement contradicts the claims of the writer

All of our everyday activities have the same underlying motivation.

NOT GIVEN if it is impossible to say what the writer thinks about this

It would appear that young people are less able to resist forgoing

happiness.

Research shows there is no difference between being happy and the

desire to be happy.

Other research shows that there are measurable differences in

happiness levels in apparently similar cultures.

Striving for greater material security has improved our ability

to survive.

Unit 1: Reading @

WWW.ARMANIENQLISH.Com
b ubjgel S gBaly sglils
w9 g oUoT 5l 09 630 6311 (455 Jo olo T Yl S0

3%

g‘f :

Gilo T ubj jSs0

www.armanienglish.com

=



\d‘_.’

2.
D

Gilo T ubj jSs0

www.armanienglish.com

Matching information
What do | have to do?

For matching information questions, you need to match specific information stated in the
question with the relevant section or paragraph of the text where the information is located.
Sections or paragraphs will be labelled A, B, C, etc. You write the letter corresponding to

the correct paragraph or section on the answer sheet. The instructions will indicate that
you can use a letter more than once.

This type of question tests your ability to identify specific information that might not
be in the same order in the text as in the questions.

How do | approach matching information?

v If you have not already done so, skim the whole text quickly to get an overview of what

it is about. You could also read the topic sentence of each paragraph to identify what
each paragraph will cover.

v Read the question, underlining key words so that you know what you are looking for:
for example, a date, quantity, place name or other information.

v Scan very quickly back and forth through the whole text to find the relevant information.
v As usual, be aware that key words may be expressed as synonyms.

Matching information

Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow.

Eco-tourism and the tropics

A The world’s tropical zone extends over a
very large distance — 4000 km north of the
Equator and 3500 south - and in fact covers
one-third of the world’s surface, 50 million
square kilometres in total. With a total
global coastline of 60,000 km, tropical areas
are attracting tourists in increasing numbers.
This large increase in tourism means that
there is a need for quality tourist resorts in
previously undeveloped areas.

B Up until the 1980s, the drawcard for tourists
was beach and sea — simple attractions that
did not necessitate quality accommodation.
In fact, this aspect of the tropical holiday
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experience was sadly neglected and resorts
were often very basic in their facilities.
However, in recent years with the arrival of
more affluent and discriminating tourists from
developed countries, quality accommodation
facilities that cope with the climatic stress of
the tropics have become a priority.

This situation, where tourists from developed
countries vacation in developing tropical
countries with expectations of quality at a
low price, has resulted in some undesirable
effects. At the same time, however, a new
type of tourist has emerged — those who wish
to get closer to the nature and culture of the
region they are visiting while at the same
time wanting to preserve what is left of it.
This trend led to the development of the eco-
tourism movement thirty years ago; today it
is the fastest-growing segment of the tourist
industry, and this trend is a reflection of
many tourists’ environmental concerns.

Throughout tropical regions, efforts to
develop tourist resorts in environmentally
sensitive areas have resulted in heightened
awareness of potential damage, and

with it protests from the general public.
This occurred in the Australian state of
Queensland when islands in the Whitsunday
Passage were to be developed to the
possible detriment of the Great Barrier
Reef. Protests have also occurred in many
other tropical areas, for example, Borneo,
the Bahamas and the Amazon Basin.

Bl

E One way in which tourist resorts can be

made environmentally friendly is to make
use of passive climate control. This involves
providing indoor environmental comfort at
a resort without the need for powered means
such as air-conditioning or even electric
fans. Most eco-tourists would be happy

to adjust to the climate of their tropical
resort if the extremes of heat and humidity
were reduced. It can also be argued that
adaptation to the local climate is healthier
than the constant low temperatures provided
by air-conditioning.

As well as being environmentally friendly,
new tourist developments need to take an
environmentally conscious stance with
local communities if they do not want to
undermine the base on which they operate.
Thus, they need to be integrated more with
the heritage of the local community, its
customs and social fabric; this will assist

in maintaining the integrity of the local
community. Another factor to consider is
the fact that tourists on holiday want to
relax and experience something different.
Experiencing the tropics for what they are —
humid and sometimes rainy — is important
for them. Even so, it must be acknowledged
that tourists are different in their needs and
expectations from the local people and resort
planners needs to take this into account.
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Questions 1-6

The text has six paragraphs, A-F.

Which paragraph contains the following information?

Write the correct letter, A-F, for each. You may use each letter more than once.

1  The necessity of working more closely with nearby residents

2 Location of disputes related to possible harm to local areas

continued P
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The geographic range of these areas

Responding to changes in requirements of guests’ lodgings

A suggestion for providing an alternative cooling system

A Ui & W

Current directions in tourism preferences

Matching headings
What do | have to do?

In matching headings questions you have to identify the main idea of each paragraph or
section in the text by selecting the correct heading from a list of possible headings. Sections
or paragraphs will be labelled A, B, C, etc. There will be more headings than paragraphs,
so you won’t use all the headings. Sometimes an example will be given for you to follow.

This question type tests your ability to identify the main idea of a paragraph and to

distinguish it from supporting ideas.

How do | approach matching headings?

v

If you haven’t already done so, skim the text for a general idea of what each paragraph
is about.

Because there are fewer paragraphs than headings always start with the paragraphs,
not the headings.

Read the first paragraph and identify what you think the main idea is — it will be
found in the topic sentence, which may not be the first sentence. Underline key words.
Note: The main idea may extend over more than one sentence.

Scan the boxed list of headings and choose the one that best matches what you the topic
of the paragraph.

The headings will be summaries or paraphrases, but there will be clues to help you
make your choice - for example, synonyms or rephrasings.

Repeat this process with each paragraph until you have selected a heading for each of
them. Remember that there will be leftover headings that won’t match any paragraphs.

matching headings

Read the passage in Exercise 4 and answer the questions that follow.

Questions 7-12

Choose the correct heading for paragraphs A-F from the list of headings below.

Write the correct number, i-ix.

Q Focusing on IELTS Reading and Writing Skills

WWW.ARMANIENQLISH.Com
b ubjgel S gBaly sglils
w9 g oUoT 5l 09 630 6311 (455 Jo olo T Yl S0

ienglish.com



i Health concerns vi  Utilising an environmental
i Fitting in with non-tourists advantage
iii  Balancing the effects of tourism vii  Government initiatives
iv  Adjustment needs of staff viii Concerns lead to action
v Background information ix g’zggsges in accommodation

7 ParagraphA ...
8 ParagraphB = ...
9 ParagraphC ...
10 ParagraphD ...
11 ParagraphE ...
12 ParagraphF ...

Matching features
What do | have to do?

For matching features questions, you are given a number of statements, which you need
to match to items or options in a box. This list of options may include, for example,
types of architecture, historical time periods, different scientific theories or the names of
researchers. Both the statements and the options may be synonyms or paraphrases of the
information in the text. Matching features questions will not be presented in the same
order as the information in the text. Be aware that technical vocabulary may be used — for

example, words associated with a specific discipline, such as architecture, or with a branch
of science.

This question type tests your ability to see relationships in a text and identify theories
and opinions.

How do | approach matching features?

v Skim the whole text first to get an overview of where information is located and how
the text is organised.

v Start with the first statement and underline key words.
v Be very clear about what you are looking for - for example, a name or a date.

v Skim and scan quickly backwards and forwards through the text until you locate and
match the information you need. '
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Matching features

Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow.

The United Nations in summary

The United Nations (UN), an international
organisation with a number of aims, was
founded by 51 countries in 1945 after the
Second World War. Through the powers vested
in its founding Charter, it can take action on a
wide range of issues, and provide a forum for
its 192 Member States to express their views,
through the General Assembly, the Security
Council, the Economic and Social Council and
other bodies and committees.

The work of the UN reaches every corner
of the globe. Although it is best known
for peacekeeping, conflict resolution and
humanitarian assistance, the UN and its
specialised agencies operate many other
programs that affect our lives and make the
world a better place. Some of these areas
include sustainable development, environment
and refugees protection, disaster relief, counter
terrorism, disarmament and non-proliferation.

Today, nearly every nation in the world
belongs to the UN and membership totals 192
countries. When States become Members of
the United Nations, they agree to accept the
obligations of the UN Charter, an international
treaty that sets out basic principles of
international relations. According to the
Charter, the UN has four purposes: to maintain
international peace and security; to develop
friendly relations among nations; to cooperate
in solving international problems and in
promoting respect for human rights; and to be a
centre for harmonising the actions of nations.

The UN is not a world government and it
does not make laws. It does, however, provide
the means to help resolve international conflicts
and formulate policies on matters affecting
all of us. At the UN, all the Member States
large and small, rich and poor, with differing
political views and social systems, have a voice
and a vote in this process.

The General Assembly is the main
deliberative organ of the UN and is composed
of representatives of all Member States. There
are a number of committees (for example, one
related to the peaceful use of outer space),
programs and funds, and research and training
institutes, as well as other UN entities.

The Security Council has primary
responsibility, under the UN Charter, for
the maintenance of international peace
and security. It consists of five permanent
members and ten non-permanent members;
the non-permanent members each hold the
position for one year. A number of UN bodies,
including the Department of Peacekeeping
Operations, the Counter-terrorism Committee,
the Sanctions Committee, and a number of ad
hoc committees, report directly to the Security
Council :

The Economic and Social Council
(ECOSOC), established by the UN Charter, is
the principal organ coordinating the economic,
social and related work of the United Nations
and its specialised agencies and institutions. It
also operates the International Narcotics Control
Board. Voting in ECOSOC is by simple majority
of all members; each member has one vote.

The Trusteeship Council, which comprises
the five permanent members of the Security
Council, was established in 1945 by the UN
Charter to provide international supervision

(-
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for 11 Trust Territories placed under the
administration of seven Member States, and to
ensure that Territories were prepared for self-
government and independence. By 1994, all
Trust Territories had attained self-government
or independence.

The International Court of Justice, located

1

at The Hague in the Netherlands, is the
principal judicial organ of the United Nations.
It settles legal disputes between states and gives
advisory opinions to the UN and its specialised
agencies. It gives advisory opinions on legal
questions referred to it by authorised UN
organs and specialised agencies.

Questions 1-6

Look at the following statements (questions 1-6) and the list of UN responsibilities.
Match each statement with the correct responsibility, A-C.

Write the correct letter, A~C, beside the statement.

NB You may use any letter more than once.

Providing legal assistance in several areas

A N A W N =

Peace and security issues
Drafting laws

Non-military space issues

Illicit drug control and coordination of social issues

Establishing governments

UN responsibilities

A The responsibility of organs composed of all members

B The responsibility of organs composed of some members
€ Not a UN responsibility

Matching sentence endings
What do | have to do?

For matching sentence endings questions, you are given sentence stems and you need to
select the correct sentence ending from a list of options. The correct combination will
correctly reflect specific information in the text. There will be fewer sentence stems than
options, so some options will not be used. The sentence stems will be in the same order as

the information in the text.

This question type tests your ability to identify specific information.
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How do | approach matching sentence endings?

v If you haven’t already done so, skim the whole text first to get an overview of where
information is located and how the text is organised.

Read the sentence stem and underline key words.
Predict what you think the answer might be.

Scan to where the information related to the sentence is. Look for synonyms.
Read this section of the text for meaning.

4 4 4 4 4

Read each of the options and choose the one that best reflects the information in the
text, remembering that the option may be a rephrase.

<

Make sure that the grammar of the sentence is correct once the two parts are joined.

v Move to the next question, remembering that the new information will appear after the
information related to the previous question in the text.

v Remember that there will be options left over.

Matching sentence endings

Read the passage in Exercise 6 and answer the questions that follow.

Questions 7-9

Complete each sentence with the correct ending, A~F, below.

7  The UN was initially founded in order to

8  The UN is known mainly for its ability to
9  The Charter of the United Nations obliges it to

involve itself in bi-nation politics.

organise the legal requirements of new nations.
take action in many areas of international concern.
formulate policy of member states.

operate in relation to four main principles.
organise assistance in areas such as peacekeeping.

Tmo O W P>

Sentence completion
What do | have to do?

For sentence completion questions, you have to find a word or phrase in the passage
that correctly completes a sentence. You will be told how many words you can use. You
may have to write one, two or three words and/or a number. You will be penalised if
you use more than the stated number of words and/or numbers. You will not need to use
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contractions (such as won’t). Hyphenated words count as one word. The questions will be
in the same order as the information in the text.

This question type tests your ability to locate specific information in the text.

How do | approach sentence completion questions?

v If you haven’t already done so, skim the whole text first to get an overview of where
information is located and how the text is organised.

v Read the instructions carefully to make sure you know what you are looking for.

v Read the sentence stem and underline key words. Identify what type of words you are
looking for: for example, a noun group or an adjective and a noun.

v Scan the text to locate where the answer is, using clues from the sentence stem.

v Remember you will be looking for exact words and/or numbers that will complete the
sentence, both for meaning and grammar.

v Work through each of the sentences in turn.

v Make sure you are accurate when you transfer your answers to the answer sheet, and
check your spelling.

entence completion

Read the passage in Exercise 6 and answer the questions that follow.

Questions 10-13
Complete the sentences below.
Choose NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS from the passage for each answer.

10 The UN is able to operate in the way it does because of the authority of

11  Areas such as sustainable development and disaster relief are managed by some of
the UN’S ...oooiiiiiiiii i

12 To belong to the UN, member states are obliged to
its Charter requirements.

13 While the UN cannot govern internationally, it does have the ability to assist in the

resolutionof ... and to work to improve areas of
universal concern.

Summary/note/table/flow-chart completion
What do | have to do?

For summary/note/table/flow-chart completion questions, you have to fill in gaps in a
short summary, set of notes, flow-chart or table. The information needed to fill the gaps
will come from one section of the text. You may have to write one, two or three words
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and/or a number. You will not need to use contractions (such as won’t). Hyphenated
words count as one word.

There are two forms of this question type:

1 Choosing answers from a list or bank of options. There will be more options than there
are gaps.

2 Selecting information directly from the text. In this form of question, the number of
words and/or numbers you are to use will be specified.

This type of question tests your understanding of the main ideas or details of a part of
a text.

How do | approach summary/note/table/flow-chart
completion questions?

If you haven’t already done so, skim the whole text first to get an overview of where
information is located and how the text is organised. For summary/note/table/flow-chart
completion questions that offer you a list of options to choose from:

v Locate the section of the text where the relevant information can be found.
v Identify synonyms that will help you.
v Read the sentence or notes containing the first gap.

v Look at the words before and after the gap to decide what type of word you need
e.g. a noun or adjective.

<

Look after the gap for information on the grammar of the word e.g. singular or plural.
Read the section of text to check the correct meaning.

v Scan through the list of options to choose the one that fits both the meaning and
grammar of the gap.

|

4

Move through each of the gaps.

<

Remember that each option is used only once.

Summary/note/table/flow-chart completion

Read the text in Exercise 6, and answer the following questions.

Questions 14-18

The organisation of the United Nations in brief
The UN is composed of six main organs. Of these, the 14 ....................................
decision-making body is the General Assembly, composed of all members. The organ

responsible for 15 ............................. bodies and a number of ad-hoc committees
is the Security Council. Another organ manages 16 .................................... and

social areas and a further one has 17 .................................... responsibility for Trust

Territories, all of which have become independent. Another important area relates to the
managing of legal adviceand 18 .................................... between members.
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A legal D supervisory G Narcotics  J principal
B peacekeeping  E important H trade K principles
C disagreements  F supervised I economic

For summary/note/table/flow-chart completion questions requiring you to select
information directly from the text:

v Read the instructions carefully so you know how many words you can use.

v Skim through the summary, note, table or flow-chart for an overview of what it is about
and to understand what you need to look for.

v Identify where in the text this information is found.

v Read the sentence with the first gap. Underline the key words before the gap and check

the words after the gap to see what part of speech is needed: for example, a noun/nouns
or a number.

v Scan to find the relevant section of the text, remembering that it may be a paraphrase.
Read the appropriate section carefully for meaning. Look for synonyms of key words.
v Look for a word group that fits into the gap and has the correct meaning.

v Remember that the grammar in the summary, note, table or flow-chart may be altered.
For example, it may be worded in the passive rather than the active voice.

v Be aware that contractions won’t be used and hyphenated words count as one word.
v Work through the exercise in the order of the gaps.

m Summary/note/table/flow-chart completion

Read the following text and answer the questions that follow.

Building the Sydney Harbour Bridge

One of the world’s most recognisable and
admired engineering structures is the Sydney
Harbour Bridge. Its great arch, soaring above the
blue water of Sydney Harbour, dominating the
skyline, is a truly impressive sight. Even more
astounding is the fact that the bridge was built
in a low-technology era by hundreds of manual
workers, operating high in the air above the
watching population of Sydney. Today, many
people who use the bridge may not think much
about those workers, but they should appreciate

continued »
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the fact that the workmanship was of such
expertise that no major component has needed to
be replaced since the bridge’s opening in 1932.

The challenges of building a bridge on this
site were enormous because of the width of
the harbour — almost 1 kilometre at the chosen
point. Even so, because the growing city was
bisected by water, there had been calls for a
bridge crossing from 1815. In fact, it would be
almost 120 years until the dream was realised
and the northern and southern sides of the city
were finally connected.

How was the bridge actually built? The
citizens of the era, who watched its progress
over six years of construction, would have been
able to describe the process in detail, but we in
the modern age may not quite appreciate how
it was done. It is necessary to understand the
basic structure first. The main components are:
e four decorative pillars or pylons (hollow

structures which actually carry no weight)

* asoaring double arch, formed of higher and
lower sections known as chords

* aseries of connected cross girders,
supporting the busy roadway

® two rows of elegant vertical hangers, linking
the arch and roadway.

It might be thought that the pylons came
first, but in fact each of the arches was built
first, in sections. During construction, each
new chord was attached to the previous one
by cables secured to the ground. As each new

chord was added, the arches could be seen
cantilevered out into the air above the water.
Each side of the bridge was not started at the
same time — the southern part was started first
and the northern part followed seven months
later, so any problems that became evident
could be rectified. Each side of the arch was
added to until they each rose into the air to the
point of meeting. Sitting on top of the two top
arches throughout were the two creeper cranes
that lifted workers and essential materials from
pontoons on the water below.

The final point of the arches meeting was
achieved in 1928 when first the lower arch
and then the upper arch were manoeuvred
and then riveted into position. After this came
the hazardous operation needed to create
the roadway. First, pairs of hangers, up to
60 metres long, had to be lifted up one by one
from pontoons by the cranes (with workers
riding them up into position) and then attached
to the arch. Once each pair of these was safely
installed, a 100-ton cross girder was lifted and
attached to the hangers so that the road and
railway could be constructed. Only after all this
was complete were the pylons constructed and
then faced with granite by Italian stonemasons.
In early 1932, the road and railway bridge was
tested for strength by driving 30 trains onto the
track. Finally, on 10 March 1932, in front of
dignitaries and the general public, the big wait
was over and the bridge was officially opened.

Questions 1-5

Complete the summary below.

Choose NO MORE THAN TWO WORDS FROM THE PASSAGE for each answer.

Background to the Sydney Harbour Bridge
The Sydney Harbour Bridge, one of the world’s most distinctive structures, is an astonishing
feat of engineering because of its very public constructionina 1 ..............cvoiivviii . :
However, despite its being built mainly by manual labour, there has been no need for

replacement of any 2 since its completion in 1932. In the 120-
year period until then, Sydneysiders had long dreamt of a 3 to

join both sides of the waterway. They were able to watch the progress of construction in a
way thatthoseinthed .................................... are not able to. They knew the names also
of theS ..... g s w5 e 3 s e » i , namely, pylons, chords, cross girders and hangers.
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Questions 6-11
Complete the flow-chart below.
Choose NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS for each answer.

How the bridge was built"

Arches B ... above the
harbour with addition of chords

l

At point of meeting arches moved and
............................................. into place

Cranes used to raise 8
from water level

.............................................

Cross-girders placed in position in preparation for building
of 8

Construction and facing of pylons with
10

1932 - Bridge declared open after structure tested
1

Diagram label completion
What do | have to do?

For diagram label completion questions, you have to use words or phrases from the text
to complete labels on a diagram. You will be told how many words you can use. You
may have to write one, two or three words and/or a number. You will be penalised if
you use more than the stated number of words and/or numbers. You will not need to use
contractions (such as wo#n’t). Hyphenated words count as one word. The information will
usually come from one section of the text and is often in the form of a description.
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This question type tests your ability to follow a detailed description and then transfer
the required information into another form, i.e. a diagram.

How do | approach diagram label questions?

v If you haven’t already done so, skim the whole text first to get an overview of where
information is located and how the text is organised.

v Look at the diagram and try to understand what is being represented.
v Be clear about what you have to complete and check the word limit.

v Scan to the section of text where the relevant information can be found. Read this section

carefully for meaning and see how it relates to the diagram. Look for word groups.

v Work through each missing label one by one, making sure you complete all gaps.

v Use vocabulary and other clues to help you.

v Be aware that there may be alternative information designed to test your understanding.

Diagram label completion

Read the following text and answer the questions that follow.

How Locks Work

The little town of Bobcaygeon on Pigeon
Lake in Ontario, Canada, shares a historic
mechanical device with many other river and
lake communities throughout Europe and other
parts of the world. This device once aided
these areas economically, in the days before
railways took over, and it is still in use today
for recreational sailors.

What these areas have in common is a
working lock system on their rivers or canals.
Locks are interesting structures, providing an
extremely efficient way for rivercraft to travel
along waterways of different levels or to bypass
obstructions such as mill weirs, rapids and
dams that alter the water height.

Even though they may seem complicated,
locks are actually quite simple in their
operation. Early attempts to build locks, over
a thousand years ago, involved managing
different water levels with one lifting gate or
weir, known as a flash lock, and opening this
for a vessel to pass to a lower level. However,

the pressure on the single gate was great and
upstream traverses were difficult.

In the fourteenth century, a Chinese
invention provided for two opening gates,
enclosing a watertight chamber where water
was impounded: the pound. This basic structure
is still in operation today. One variation involves
a pair of lifting gates called guillotine gates,

a type still used on narrower canals today.
However, the most common method consists

of pairs of angled, opening gates of different
heights, known as mitred gates, enclosing the
pound. A third essential element of the system is
the need for lock gear, such as vertical panels or
valves to fill and empty the chamber.

One type of lock operates in this way: on
the high side of the river or canal the mitred
gates, angled outwards, are kept closed by water
pressure. When the water in the pound reaches
the same height as the high side of the river, the
pressure releases naturally and the gates open
easily outwards so that the vessel can sail into

L
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the chamber. After the gates are closed, water is
then discharged from the pound by closing the
upper valve and opening the lower valve until
the water level drops to that of the lower part of
the river, carrying the boat with it. At this point,
the lower gates open and the boat exits. The
reverse occurs for vessels moving upstream.
There are several methods of removing
or adding water to the pound. The usual one
involves a valve system, as described, which
is operated either mechanically or electrically,
and which allows water to either drain or fill.
One method of doing this is through a series
of holes (called wall ports) in the walls of

-

the pound connected to tunnels. Closing the
lower valve allows water to enter the chamber
through these wall ports. Another method of
adding or removing water is used in the non-
mitred gate system where vertical panels or
‘paddles’ are inserted through each gate and are
manually lifted or lowered, using a rack and
pinion mechanism.

While many locks need to be professionally
operated by trained staff at a control post, such
as at Bobcaygeon, some can be easily managed
by boat operators, adding to the fun of pleasure
boating on the many intact canal systems in
different parts of the world.

Questions 1-5
Complete the diagram below.
Choose NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS from the text for each answer.

The lock at Bobcaygeon

Short-answer questions
What do | have to do?

For short-answer questions, you have to answer brief questions about information in the
text. You need to find the answer in the text and write the correct number of words. You
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will be told how many words you can use. You may have to write one, two or three words
and/or a number. You will be penalised if you use more than the stated number of words
and/or numbers. You will not need to use contractions (such as won’t). Hyphenated words
count as one word. If you write more words than asked for you will receive no marks.
Short-answer questions are given in the order of the text.

This type of question tests your ability to identify and understand precise factual
information.

How do | approach short-answer questions?

v Read the question carefully to identify what you need to locate and what the word
limit is.

v Try to predict the answer—this will improve you focus as you scan and read the text.

v Scan to the relevant part of the text, using word clues to help you.

v Be aware of the type of words you are looking for (for example, numbers, a noun or a
prepositional phrase) and the word limit.

v Identify key words (often grouped) and their synonyms.

v Short-answer questions will be presented in the order the answers appear in the text, so
make sure, to save time, you answer the questions in order. You do not need to scan the

whole text again, because the answer to the next question will appear after the answer
to the previous question.

mmrt-answer guestions

Read the text in Exercise 11 and answer the following questions.

Questions 6-10
Answer the following questions.
Write NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS for each question.

6 In what way did small communities benefit from a mechanical device before the
invention of railways?

7 What type of early lock was considered to lead to pressure problems?

10 What happens to water pressure in the pound when it achieves maximum volume?
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Strategies and

| Strategies

The IELTS Reading Test requires you to read effectively and efficiently. Being an effective
and efficient reader means more than knowing what each word in the passage means. It
means being able to read using different strategies depending on your purpose for reading.
Successful candidates use three ways of reading. They:
v skim the passage to get a general understanding of the main points
v scan the passage to locate the specific information needed to answer the question
v read this information intensively to decide on the answer.
By using these strategies, you move from a general overview to increasingl/y detailed,
focused reading depending on the question being asked and your purpose.
When you start to read a passage you need to ask yourself these three questions:
v What sort of text am I reading? (What is its purpose?)
v Why am I reading it? (What is my purpose?)
v How am I going to read it? (What techniques should I use?)

The following table gives some examples of how you might respond to these questions
for different text types.

| What? " Why?

o I

How?
A letter from a friend | For pleasure and Read the letter intensively; that is, read it
information from the first word to the last word.
A magazine For pleasure and Skim the magazine; that is, glance at the
information headings and photos. If an article seems
interesting, read more until you finish the
article or you lose interest. Move on to the
next heading or photo.
An airline ticket For information, Scan the ticket; that is, look over it quickly

e.g. the flight number | until you find the information you need.
Ignore the other information.

A travel brochure For information and Skim for an overview; scan to identify
interest relevant information; read parts intensively
for information or interest.
An academic text To follow an Skim for an overview to see if the text is
argument appropriate; read all or parts intensively to

follow the argument.

Unit 1: Reading @

WWW.ARMANIENQLISH.Com
b ubjgel S gBaly sglils
w9 g oUoT 5l 09 630 6311 (455 Jo olo T Yl S0

Py
T

)
N

Gilo T ubj jSs0

www.armanienglish.com



You can use these three strategies for reading (skimming, scanning and reading intensively)
together as a three-step approach to the Reading Test. This is described in more detail below.

Step 1: Skimming

To skim text, your eyes should move methodically across lines and downwards, taking

in groups of words, rather than individual words, if possible. It takes practice to develop
confidence with this skill.

In the Reading Test, skim the passage so that you have a general understanding of the
main points of the text without looking at each word - that is, read it to get an overview.
Try to find the main point of each paragraph. This is often, though not always, the first
sentence. The sentence with the main point is called the topic sentence. Read together, all
the topic sentences of a passage should provide a reasonable summary of the passage.

Topic sentences have two parts:

v the theme or topic (usually called the subject)

v the rheme, or new idea (the main verb and what follows it).

Consider the following topic sentence:

The widespread use of computers has resulted in enormous changes in all areas of
business.

You can guess that ‘the widespread use of computers’ is the theme. The rest of the sentence

gives information (new ideas) about this theme. It forms the rheme of this sentence, and it
will be discussed further in the rest of the paragraph.

Other sentences also have themes and rhemes. Some sentences may also have subordinate
clauses (that is, the supporting information) — you can ignore these when skimming.
Concentrate only on content words to get a general idea of the text, and ignore less important
information. For example, consider this example of a sentence with a subordinate clause:

A hard durable mineral called zircon, which is found in most sands, is used for abrasive and
insulation purposes.

While skimming, it is enough to understand that ¢(This mineral) is used for (something)’.
The subordinate clause ‘which is found in most sands’ is not important at this stage.

Or, say you are skimming this sentence:

A recent study by Jerome Hagan found that there was a correlation between how babies
reacted to new experiences and their behaviour as teenagers.

It is enough to understand that a study showed something about babies and teenagers. If

you later find a question that relates to this sentence, you can come back and read it more
intensively.
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When you have finished skimming the passage, skim the questions. You need to know
how many questions there are and approximately what the questions are about.

Exercise 13 gives you practice at skimming. To encourage you to skim as quickly as
possible there is a suggested time limit.

Skimming

1 Skim the following passage as quickly as possible and underline the topic sentence in
each paragraph. Identify the theme and new idea in each topic sentence, Remember to
ignore subordinate clauses or supporting information. (Time limit: 1 minute)

Computers

A Computers are now a commonplace feature its use of vacuum tubes and its restricted

of daily life and it is hard to imagine a
world without them. Used extensively

in government, commerce, education,
medicine, security, aviation and in the
domestic sphere, to name but a few areas,
they have transformed the way that daily
life is transacted.

For all their apparent modernity, however, the
idea behind computers is surprisingly ancient.
After all, to compute means ‘to calculate’,
and mechanical methods of calculation

have been in existence for much of recorded
history. In fact, the Romans used a type of
abacus over 2,000 years ago. However, it

is only since the mid-1940s that electronic
means of computation have developed into the
highly sophisticated compact machines and
devices that we are familiar with today. These
developments are still continuing,.

The history of the modern computer

can be divided into distinct generations,
each distinguished by extreme changes

in three areas: namely, the technology

used in the manufacturing process, the
internal organisation of the systems and the
different languages used in the program.
The first generation, known by its acronym
ENIAC, was distinguished by its size,

D

purpose. The second generation, with

its use of transistors, led to a remarkable
reduction in size and opportunities for
applications in previously unimagined
areas. The third generation, with the
introduction of integrated circuits, resulted
in remarkable miniaturisation of functions
and increasing capability and efficiency.
The fourth generation used microprocessors
and this further pushed the functions of
computers into new areas of utility. The fifth
generation is defined by its use of artificial
intelligence and through this has come a
constantly evolving range of applications,
some of which were previously thought to
be fanciful.

The changes that have taken place in less
than a century have been astonishing. For
instance, to name but a few applications

of computers, today it is taken for granted
that we communicate on the move via

tiny handheld devices, that in the office

we communicate via emails rather than in
person, that we access news and messages
via computers, that students prepare
homework on a personal computer, that we
drive vehicles with computer-aided location
devices, and that we use ‘intelligent’
household appliances in the home.

continued »
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2 Now summarise the main idea of each of the four topic sentences using no more than
four words for each answer. (Time limit: 1 minute)

Step 2: Scanning

The next strategy to use in your three-step approach to the Reading Test is scanning. Scan
the passage to locate the specific information you need to answer each question. With
scanning your eyes move around — up and down, backwards and forwards to locate where
the answer to a question will be. Remember: not all questions are in the order of the text.
When you are scanning to locate some specific information, it is not necessary to read and
understand every word in the passage; just look for things related to the main idea of the
question. These will often be the key words of a sentence, for example the subject, main
verb and object. As you look at each sentence in the text, you need to understand only
enough to answer the question: is this what I am looking for or not? For example, if you
were trying to locate a section about shoes, you would scan the sentence below and know
that it is not about shoes so you should move on.

Like perfumes, cosmetics were originally used as a support in religious ritual, the

ceremonial aspects gradually being lost as both men and women adorned themselves
with cosmetics.

Exercise 14 gives you practice at scanning text to find where answers are located. To
encourage you to scan quickly, there is a time limit.

In the following text, each sentence has been numbered. Read the first question before
reading the text, then scan the text to find which sentence contains the information you
need to answer this question. Write the number of the relevant sentence from the passage
next to it. Then move on to the second question. Questions are not presented in the same
order as the information. The first one has been done as an example for you to follow.
(Time limit: 2 minutes)
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1 Computers are now a commonplace feature
of daily life and it is hard to imagine a

world without them. 2 Used extensively in
government, commerce, education, medicine,
security, aviation and in the domestic sphere,
to name but a few areas, they have transformed
the way that daily life is transacted.

3 For all their apparent modernity, however,
the idea behind computers is surprisingly
ancient. 4 After all, to compute means ‘to
calculate’, and mechanical methods of
calculation have been in existence for much
of recorded history. 5 In fact, the Romans
used a type of abacus over 2,000 years ago.

6 However, it is only since the mid-1940s

that electronic means of computation have
developed into the highly sophisticated
compact machines and devices that we are
familiar with today. 7 These developments are
still continuing.

8 The history of the modern computer
can be divided into distinct generations,
each distinguished by extreme changes in
three areas: namely, the technology used
in the manufacturing process, the internal
organisation of the systems and the different
languages used in the program. 9 The first
generation, known by its acronym ENIAC,

was distinguished by its size, its use of vacuum
tubes and its restricted purpose. 10 The second
generation, with its use of transistors, led to a
remarkable reduction in size and opportunities
for applications in previously unimagined
areas. 11 The third generation, with the
introduction of integrated circuits, resulted in
remarkable miniaturisation of functions and
increasing capability and efficiency. 12 The
fourth generation used microprocessors and
this further pushed the functions of computers
into new areas of utility. 13 The fifth generation
is defined by its use of artificial intelligence and
through this has come a constantly evolving
range of applications, some of which were
previously thought to be fanciful.

14 The changes that have taken place in less
than a century have been astonishing. 15 For
instance, to name but a few applications of
computers, today it is taken for granted that we
communicate on the move via tiny handheld
devices, that in the office we communicate via
emails rather than in person, that we access
news and messages via computers, that students
prepare homework on a personal computer, that
we drive vehicles with computer-aided location
devices, and that we use ‘intelligent” household
appliances in the home.

Ao Ut A WN =

What does to compute mean?

What can we access while commuting today?

When did the Romans use an abacus?

What did the second generation of computers use?
What is one example of a non-professional place of use?
What is the characteristic of the fifth generation?

.....................
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Step 3: Reading intensively

After you have scanned for and located the information you need to answer the question,
your next step is to read intensively. Unlike with skimming and scanning, where you only
need to understand some key words in each sentence, with reading intensively it may be
necessary to understand every word to answer the question.
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Exercise 15 gives you practice in reading intensively. To encourage you to read as
quickly as possible, there is a suggested time limit.

Meading intensively

Answer the questions below. Scan the passage about computers in Exercise 14 to locate the
sentences that contain the answers. Then read those sentences intensively. Use no more
than three words or a number in each answer. (Time limit; 2 minutes)

(Remember: Hyphenated words count as one word.)

1 What kind of calculation methods have been in existence for much of recorded history?

2 Each generation of computers is distinguished by changes in how many areas?

Now practise the three-step reading approach further by completing Exercises 16 to

18, which gives you practice at IELTS-style questions. Be careful to follow the suggested
time limits.

Three-step reading approach
® Skim the passage and the questions to get a quick general understanding.
° Scan the passage to locate the information you need to answer each question.
° Read this information intensively so that you can answer the questions.
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Reading strategies

Read the following passage and answer the questions on page 36. Allow no more than
three minutes to skim the passage to get a quick general understanding.

Wave energy

Wave energy, which differs from tidal power
and ocean current energy, is the energy
generated by surface ocean waves. These waves
are caused by a number of forces, including
the gravitational pull of the Sun and Moon,
earthquakes, and especially the wind moving
at a higher speed across the surface of ocean
water. A feature of wave energy is that it is
irregular and oscillating — that is, vibrating.

Interest in renewable, non-polluting forms
of energy has led to the development of new
technologies to harness the energy of waves.
Although attempts have been made to do
this since the 1890s, it is only in recent years
that fledgling energy technologies have been
developed that could generate commercially
viable amounts of electricity on a greater scale
in the future. This electricity could be used for
domestic and commercial energy generation,
water desalination and the pumping of water
into reservoirs.

There are several methods of harnessing
wave energy. It may be taken from locations
either at or near the shoreline or further out to
sea and either from the surface of the ocean or

from pressure fluctuations below the surface.
There are three main methods of doing this:
floats on the surface, wave surge devices and
oscillating water columns. The latter are the
most common currently being used.

There are a number of advantages to this
source of energy. The first is that there are a
large number of locations capable of being
exploited. These include the western seaboard
of Europe, the north coast of the United
Kingdom, the Pacific coastlines of North
and South America and the western coasts of
South Africa, Australia and New Zealand. The
presence of strong, reliable westerly winds is
a significant factor. Other advantages include
the fact that the energy source is free, with no
waste and with significant amounts of energy
being able to be produced.

However, there are a number of
disadvantages. The cost of installing the
technology and capturing the energy over a
large area is a significant factor. The energy
levels tend to fluctuate, making it difficult for
power generators, which need a constant steady
flow of power. The devices installed need to
survive the storm and saltwater
damage. Noise and visual pollution
may have a negative impact on
coastal communities, and the fishing
industry may be affected.

While this technology has
enormous potential to provide large
amounts of electricity, its use may
be restricted by the above factors
as well as by the competitive
disadvantages it faces in an energy
market dominated by subsidised
low-cost fossil fuels and nuclear
generation facilities.

continued »
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Questions 1-7
Complete the sentences below.

Choose NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS from the passage for each answer.
1 A characteristic of wave energy is that it is
2 Original attempts were made to harness wave energy in

3 The most common method to harness wave energy is through using

5  One disadvantage of the energy levels is that they may

6  An activity in coastal communities that may be disrupted by wave energy
technology is

7 One source of competition comes from

Questions 8-12
Match each sentence with the correct ending, A-G, below.

8 The electricity generated by wave energy
9  One way of capturing wave energy
10  One advantage of wave energy
11 A significant disadvantage of using wave energy

12 One source of competition for wave energy

is easily diverted to a number of uses,

is that it has been used since the 1890s.
shares similarities with other ocean energies,
is a subsidised form of energy.

is the financial expenditure required.

is from below surface pressures,

is that it is free and available everywhere,

OmMmoANA® D
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Reading strategies

Read the following passage and answer the questions on page 38. Allow no more than
three minutes to skim the passage to get a quick general understanding.

Jatropha — a plant for the future

A Jatropha is a succulent plant that grows

in the arid and semi-arid tropics in poorer,
degraded soil and reaches heights of
between three and five metres. Its name
comes from Greek: Jatros meaning ‘doctor’
and frophe meaning ‘nutrition’. From this
it can be deduced that it has medicinal
benefits. In fact, it has a wide range of uses,
one of which has become of enormous
commercial interest in recent years.

The primary value of this plant lies in

its seeds, which are extremely viscous,
containing 28-30% of their weight in oil.
The crushed seeds of the Jatropha plant are
considered to be the best future source of
plant-based biofuels in a world increasingly
seeking alternative fuel sources to non-
renewable fossil fuels. It is estimated that
one hectare of this plant can produce 1,500—
2,000 kilos of biofuel per year.

It is the interest in this fuel source that
has led to commercial opportunities
being provided by business consortiums,
NGOs and other organisations for farmers
and village people in a range of tropical
countries to grow this plant for biofuel.
Previously grown mainly in Brazil and
the Philippines, it is now being planted
throughout suitable tropical areas around
the world, including parts of Africa (e.g.
Mali) and South-East Asia (e.g. Vietnam
and Papua New Guinea).

D Its great advantage is that it can be grown in

very degraded and pebbly soil — soils that may
not grow much else — and thus it is useful

as a soil reclamation plant. Additionally, it
can be grown between cash crops such as
coffee, sugar, vegetables and fruit trees. Also,
apart from its use as a source of biofuel, it
provides a number of other products for local
communities. These include baskets (woven
from the leaves), soaps and candles, and
products for dyeing and tanning. It is also

an excellent fertiliser. A further use is that it
can be used for microcredit programs, such
as those in India, where local communities
can develop small industries based on the
products from this plant.

However, there are disadvantages related to
the use of this ‘wonder plant’. It is highly
toxic, being both poisonous and a skin
irritant. Being hardy and both drought- and
pest-resistant, it can also be highly invasive
and in fact has been banned in Western
Australia, where it took over prime farming
land when introduced.

However, despite these drawbacks, interest
in this plant has been growing enormously,
with very positive expectations for the
future. Such is the confidence in its financial
viability that, in 2008 and 2009 respectively,
two airlines, Air New Zealand and
Continental, made test flights using biofuels
processed from Jatropha.

continued »

Unit 1: Reading e

WWW.ARMANIENQLISH.Com
b ubjgel S gBaly sglils
w9 g oUoT 5l 09 630 6311 (455 Jo olo T Yl S0



S

A

Q%
b\

F’“

Gilo T ubj jSs0

www.armanienglish.com

Questions 1-4
Choose the correct letter, A, B, C or D.
1  The name Jatropha relates to
A succulence.
B  medicine.
C  viability.
D  profitability.
2 Its fuel benefits are related to its
A growth.
B  weight.
C  viscosity.
D  adaptability.
3 Today Jatropha is grown
A in tropical regions.
B mainly in Brazil and the Philippines.
C  throughout North and South Africa.
D  in suitable temperate areas.
4  An advantage it has over other plants is that Jatropha
A grows well in poor soil.
B is an alternative to coffee.
C  prefers reclaimed soil.

D  needs additional fertiliser.
Questions 5-10
Which paragraph, A-F, contains the following information?
NB You may use any letter more than once.

How Jatropha can be used to improve environmentally damaged land
An explanation and description of Jatropha
How Jatropha can threaten other agriculture

An energy-related environmental reason for the current focus on J atropha

o 0 N N W

A transport experiment using a Jatropha product
10  The range of benefits of Jatropha
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D CIZAE-ME: W Reading strategies for General Training

Read the text and answer the questions that follow.

PACIFIC ISLAND HOLIDAYS

Your package includes:
~ * Return airfares from Auckland or Sydney

All flight taxes and upgrade based on availability

8 nights in a Superior resort

Concierge service and VIP upgrades to Deluxe rooms
BONUS upgrade to Lake View room

BONUS massage/spa

With upgrade you will receive free welcome
cocktails, butler service and afternoon tea

Discount shopping, dining and touring

Your package includes:

* Return airfare, economy class, from any major
Australian or New Zealand city

e All flight taxes

¢ 8 nights share accommodation in Tropical Room

® Free continental breakfast

* Upgrade to Island Villa room for $50 per night

e Free use of gym, all 7 pools and spa

® Lovely sights cruise - 2 nights including all meals
and transfers

¢ Discount shopping, dining and touring

® Special holiday discounts

Your package includes:

¢ Return airfares ex Sydney

All flight taxes and upgrade based on availability

e 10 nights for the price of 7

| * Upgrade to premier suite for $200

§ ° Full buffet breakfast

e BONUS sailing trip with snorkelling and gourmet
lunch

e BONUS jet ski adventure

¢ Complimentary champagne

continued »
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Classify the following information as referring to

A Lake Holiday Resort
B Fabulous island Resort
€ Dream Island Resort

Write the correct letter; A, B or C, next to each of the questions. (Note: the questions are
not in order.)

Identify the resort that offers:
1 free exercise equipment

the best-value breakfast

a choice of welcome drinks

a free bottle of wine

a free room upgrade

overnight stays away from the hotel
the highest-value extras

return flights from two cities only
flight taxes only

o 0NN AW
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additional free water sports

[Skills

There are a number of skills that will help you when you do the IELTS Reading Test.
These are:

v identifying question types
v dealing with vocabulary (including recognising paraphrases and summaries)
v recognising text types and text organisation (including identifying the writer’s purpose).

You will find some of these skills useful for your general reading, as well as for specifically
practising for the IELTS test. We explore each in more detail in the following pages.

Identifying question types

Identifying the eleven different question types and knowing what each requires is an

important skill. It will help you to apply your strategic reading. If you have not already
done so, review the different question types covered in 1.3.

Q Focusing on IELTS Reading and Writing Skills
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Dealing with vocabulary

When you skim and scan texts, it is not necessary to understand every word. Usually,
however, you must know more than half the words if you want to understand the main
points. When considering vocabulary, you should think about two situations:

1 in the test: guessing the meaning of unknown words from the context.

2 outside the test: building up your vocabulary and understanding how words relate to
each other in sentences.

Expanding your vocabulary is important not only for your reading, but also for your
writing, speaking and listening.

Guessing the meaning of unknown words

When you encounter an unknown word in the Reading Test, ask yourself whether it is
needed to answer a question. If it is needed, use the strategy described below to help you
guess how the word fits into the passage. If it is ot needed, you can simply ignore it.

Consider this sentence from a passage about the use of computers in crime:

Since 1958, when the first cases of computers used for criminal purposes were reported,
computers have been used in most kinds of crime, including fraud, theft, larceny,
embezzlement, burglary, sabotage, espionage, murder and forgery.

Many of the words after ‘crime’ will be unknown to you. In an exam, this can lead to
panic. However, look what happens when they are removed from the sentence:

Since 1958, when the first cases of computers used for criminal purposes were reported,
computers have been used in most kinds of crime, including
, murder and

You can still see that the sentence is listing different kinds of crime in which computers
are used. Using your general knowledge, you can guess that the unknown words are types
of crime; that is enough for you to be able to answer the question.

Guessing is an important strategy when reading at university or college, as well as in
the Reading Test. Remember:

v Skim the passage quickly. If there are words you don’t know, don’t stop and don’t
panic. Keep moving forward.

v Look at each question and then scan for the location of the answer.

v If there are questions that relate to the words that you don’t understand, read
intensively — look at the nearby words and sentences and then guess the meaning of
the unknown words.

Complete Exercise 19 to practise guessing the meaning of unknown words.
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m Guessing the meaning of unknown words

Read the following short paragraph containing many unknown words and answer the
questions that follow.

Diabetes is a disorder of the pituitary gland leading to a malfunction of the kidneys. It is
characterised by abnormally high glucose levels in the blood. At least 171 million people
are registered as diabetes sufferers and this number is increasing, possibly due to the
modern lifestyle.

1 Diabetes sufferers tend to come from European countries. True, false or not given?

2 This paragraph presents
A some examples of diabetes.
B adefinition of diabetes,
C different types of diabetes.
D the treatment of diabetes.

It is possible to answer the questions in Exercise 19 without understanding any of
the difficult words. Of course, this is not always the case, which is why it is important
to understand what the question requires. If you do not understand an important word
needed to answer a question, guess the answer from the context.

m Guessing the meaning of unknown words

Guess the meaning of the italic word in each sentence from the context given.

1 Their boss was very amenable to them making the decision on their own and had no
problem with this happening.

2 Sheis very contrite about what she did and the trouble that she caused to us all by her
actions. She says she won't do it again.

3 The growth in the city's population was exponential and was much faster than anyone
had expected.

4 The prisoner was put into manacles by the police so that he couldn’t move his arms
around or run away.

Q Focusing on IELTS Reading and Writing Skills
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5 People become very resilient in hard or dangerous conditions where they have to learn
to cope with the difficulties.

6 The horse was very skittish. It was obviously very hard to control because of the noisy
traffic.

Building up your vocabulary

There are many different ways of learning new words and some ways will be more effective

for you than others. Keep experimenting to decide which approaches work best for you.
Here are some suggestions:

v Write the word you want to learn in a sentence so that you understand the context in
which it is used.

v Say new words aloud many times, making sure you can pronounce them correctly
(check your dictionary for a pronunciation guide).

v Create your own dictionary for new words, bearing in mind that sometimes it is
necessary to accept an approximate meaning of some words. For example, it would be

better to know the approximate meaning of 2,000 words than the precise meaning of
only 1,000 words.

v Don’t look up every word you don’t know immediately: try and guess its meaning from
context, and check whether you are correct later on.

You cannot and should not try to learn every word you encounter. Instead, you need to

learn the most useful (or versatile) words; that is, those words that can be used in a wide
range of contexts and texts.

Distinguishing between versatile and specific words

Versatile words are words that can be used in many different contexts. Compared with

versatile words, specific (or technical) words have very limited use, as they are usually used
in one field or context only.

Look at the following example taken from a newspaper article. Versatile words (which
you might find useful to learn) have been underlined. Specific words are in italics.

Australia were now reeling at 8-137 at stumps but believe they will be able to defend their
eventual lead, which presently stands at 345 runs. A spellbinding bowling display by the
Windies invoked memories of last year's loss to South Africa at the same ground when a
second-innings lead of 410 was not enough.

The underlined versatile words can be used when talking about other topics, not just
cricket, but the words in italics are specific to cricket and so are less useful to you.
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m Distinguishing between versatile and specific words

Read the following short passages and:

v underline the versatile words or phrases
v circle specific words or phrases.

A Weather holds the key to which of the
maxis will win this race. Facing stiff
competition and challenging weather
conditions, including a brisk 35-knot
southerly, skippers will need to be on
their mettle to fend off other contenders
for line honours. All yachts will be under
spinnaker at times, and at others will
have to tack back and forth into the wind
to outmanoeuvre their rivals.

B We specialise in high-integrity stainless
steel casting and are seeking someone
with extensive experience in moulding
and casting heat treatment of steel
castings to oversee our production line,
the general operation of the foundry and
implementation of policy. We seek a
motivated individual who will assist us
with our organisational goals.

Write down any of the versatile words and phrases that you do not already know but

would like to learn. Write them in a context (for example, a sentence) that will help you
remember their meaning.

Identifying how words relate to each other

Understanding how words relate to each other, within the structure of a text, will help
you identify meaning and decide which words are important. You may understand the

overall meaning of a sentence or text, but not specific words or examples of what is being
discussed — or vice versa.

Words can be divided into the following categories: content words and grammar words.

Content words are words that give information. They may be nouns (for example,

dog, concept), verbs (to act, to go), adjectives (awake, considerable) or adverbs (very,
unusually). Content words may form a group of words.

Grammar words are words that show grammatical structure and indicate how other
words in a sentence relate to one other. They can be helpful for understanding meaning,
but they do not directly give information themselves. They may include prepositions (for

example, up, under), pronouns (be, ber) determiners and articles (some, many, few, the, a,
an) or auxiliary verbs (is/are, have).

In order to identify meaning and work out which words are important to learn or
know, it is also helpful to understand the relationship between words. Words can relate to
each other in several different ways, including:

1 class/sub-class
2 whole/part

3 collocations.
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Class/sub-class

In the following examples, the words in bold name a class of things and those in italics
name a sub-class of those things. You can see that sometimes the class can either be named
before or after the sub-class(es).

A ferry is a type of boat.

There are many types of boats, for example, ferries.

Cybercrime and identity theft are issues that concern national authorities.
Issues such as cybercrime and identity theft concern national authorities.

This diagram shows the relationship between a class of things (boats) and some of its sub-
classes.

Types of boats

passenger fishing

ferries yachts :
liners trawlers

dinghies

Whole/part

Words can also be divided into words that describe the whole
of something and words that describe a part of something. As

with classes and sub-classes, note that the order of information
can vary.

A donkey'’s ears are long.
The ears are the most distinctive part of a donkey.

A large organisation will have its own accounting department
and may also have a separate advertising department.

An accounting department and possibly an advertising
department are part of the structure of a large organisation.

In the IELTS exam you will be expected to see relationships between ideas and classify
information according to different categories or in a summary. The ability to see relationships
will also be a crucial skill for your university or college studies. Exercise 22 provides some
practice at identifying relationships between ideas and classifying information.
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mmntifying how words relate to each other
1

Read the following passage and underline the content words.

Throughout their 130-year history, motor vehicles have
been classified according to the type of fuel they use for

locomotion. One type of alternative-fuel vehicle that

originated in the earliest period of the automobile is the Sk W
electric car. The original electric automobile, termed a Battery Electric Vehicle

(BEV), was powered by an on-board battery pack consisting of cells storing
chemical energy. In the early twentieth century, advances in another form of
motor, the internal combustion engine (ICE), led to the rise of the gasoline or
petrol vehicle, especially the Ford motor car. However, with concern about the
environmental impact of petrol cars, a modified electric vehicle enjoyed a short
revival in the 1990s, partially due to GM'’s EV1 electric car. Today, the principle
alternative-fuel vehicle is the hybrid, which combines an internal combustion

engine with a supplementary electric motor. The Toyota Prius and the Chevrolet
Volt are examples of this new type of vehicle.

2 Fill out the following classification chart with information from this passage. Notice
that you don't need to understand every word to be able to fill in this chart.

Types of motor vehicles according to fuel use

Internal combustion
@ e, engine (ICE)
Electric car Hybrid
: B st nmmans oo
BEV e Toyota Prius
electric car € oo
d.. © s 5 e
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Collocations

Another type of relationship between words is collocation: the relationship between two
words that are commonly used together. For example:

In the lecture tomorrow, | am going to ask a question.

In this sentence, the verb ask collocates with the noun question. Learning these words
together is useful because they often collocate.

As another example, in Exercise 16 you read:
Weather holds the key to which of the maxis will win this race. Facing stiff competition ...

Each of the underlined expressions — holds the key, win this race and facing stiff
competition — is an example of collocating nouns and verbs. Some collocations are used
more frequently than others. You should keep a record of versatile collocations.

It is not just verbs and nouns that collocate. It is also common for nouns to collate
with adjectives, adverbs and prepositions. For example, we say Happy Birthday and
Merry Christmas, not Merry Birthday, and we say interested in and concerned about,

not interested about or concerned in. Adverbs and adjectives can also collocate with each
other, for example absolutely fabulous.

Improve your knowledge of collocations by reading widely, especially from media and
online sources such as newspapers, magazines and journals, and noticing the way words
clump together. Learning collocations as you come across them in different contexts will

help you develop accuracy and improve your language level, especially in your reading but
also in speaking, listening and writing.

Underline the collocations in the following passage.

A late surge in consumer demand has pushed up retail profits to new highs, especially
in the electronics and white goods sectors. Heavily discounted bargains accounted for
the highest sales of the holiday season, and the stampede to the checkout helped
create a bonanza for retailers after one of the worst profit downturns in recent
history. Never-to-be-repeated specials competed with discounted luxury items, which
was ultimately to the consumer’s advantage. Satisfied customers responded to the

bargains with enormous enthusiasm.
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Identifying key words

In Exercise 22 you identified all the content words. However, in any passage some content
words are more important than others, and it is necessary to identify the words that
are most important in each sentence: the key words. There are often two groups of key
words — those before the main verb and those after. Key words may include word groups
such as adjective + noun or noun + noun. For example:

In their 130-year history, motor vehicles have been classified according to the type of fuel
they use for locomotion.

In this sentence motor vebicles is an example of an adjective and noun forming a word group.
After the main verb (have been classified), type of fuel is the second group of key words.

m Identifying key words

Read this passage again, and this time decide which content words are key words. Underline
the key words as you read. Circle the main verb in each sentence.

Throughout their 130-year history, motor vehicles have been classified according to
the type of fuel they use for locomotion. One type of alternative-fuel vehicle that
originated in the earliest period of the automobile is the electric car. The original
electric automobile, termed a Battery Electric Vehicle (BEV), was powered by an on-
board battery pack consisting of cells storing chemical energy. In the early twentieth
century, advances in another form of motor, the internal combustion engine (ICE) led
to the rise of the gasoline or petrol vehicle, especially the Ford motor car. However,
with concern about the environmental impact of petrol cars, a modified electric
vehicle enjoyed a short revival in the 1990s, partially due to GM's EV1 electric car.
Today, the principle alternative-fuel vehicle is the hybrid, which combines an internal .
combustion engine with a supplementary electric motor. The Toyota Prius and the
Chevrolet Volt are examples of this new type of vehicle,

The ability to recognise key words is an important part of efficient reading and will be
very helpful when you use the three reading strategies (skimming, scanning and reading
intensively) to answer questions in the Reading Test. Remember that in the Reading Test
you may be given a word limit. For example, you could be asked to use ‘no more than three
words’, so you would be looking for groups of three words (or less) — key information.

Exercise 25 gives you practice at identifying key words in preparation for completing
a summary question.
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m Identifying key words

1 Underline the key words in the following short passage. Circle the main verbs.

Forgetting important things such as names, birthdays and appointments can
really affect your efficiency and self-confidence. However, you can improve
your memory by using a number of techniques. One of the oldest techniques is
mnemonics: that is, remembering difficult information through a short rhyme.
For example, music students will remember ‘Every Good Boy Deserves Fruit',
which is a way of remembering the notes written on the lines of the treble

clef: EGBDF. Another method is to associate a person's name with a pleasant,

colourful image.

2 Now complete the following summary using no more than three words from the
passage for each answer.

Both how well you do thingsandyoura .....................cocoiiiiinnn, can be
affected by problems associated with forgetting things. There are a number of
techniques to help you improve your memory. One of them that has been used for
A [oNG TIME (S B : svm0s v s s vt s simas wais & uivciiom , Where a short rhyme will help
you remember. Music students use short expressions to help them remember the

G i 5 uisiots 5 eniss wsiasein i v ispsrn wspenieo mserc . Another way is to use the association of a pleasing

d .o with someone's name.

Identifying important grammar words

Although key words are very important, if you only notice key words you will miss
important information. This is because important information is also carried in grammar
words. They help you gain a clearer and more accurate understanding of a reading text.

Important grammar words can occur either before or after the key words, qualifying
them. Grammar words include:

v determiners such as all and most

v prepositional phrases beginning with a preposition such as of or in
v negation words such as not and never

v conjunctions and linking words such as however and such as.

You should also watch out for opinion words, such as believe and agree, and expressions

such as it is usually agreed that.
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In the following passage the key words have been italicised. Underline the grammar

words that you think qualify the meaning of these key words. Think about how they do

this. Observe which ones come before the key words and which come after.

All people need to consume liquids in order to survive. However, the beverage of
choice varies in different countries according to cultural preferences. For example,
it is often thought that all British citizens, and likewise all Japanese citizens, drink
tea, either black or green respectively. However, in recent times in both countries,
more people, especially young people, are also drinking coffee, colas and sports
drinks. Even so, most individuals in these countries still tend to drink the national

favourite beverage some of the time.

Complete the summary below.
Choose no more than three words from the above passage for each answer,

Itis necessary fora .................................... to drink liquids to survive.
In the case of the UK and Japan, it is generally believed that every one of its

I 5 0ms 8 5tsn « cmcrs s B enjoys the natironal beverage. Despite this
perception, today a greater number of ¢

alternatives.

Choose A, B, € or D. The writer believes that most people in the two
countries mentioned

A prefer the national drink at times.

B are changing to new drinks.
€ drink only one type of beverage.
D choose equally between beverages.

Identifying synonyms and antonyms

A synonym is a word that has a similar meaning to another word. For example:

One type of alternative-fuel vehicle that originated in the earliest period of the automobile is
the electric car.

Automobile and car are synonyms.
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Reread the passages on the electric car (Exercise 22) and identify any synonyms. Notice
what word form they are: for example, noun, verb, adjective or adverb. Notice how they
are used in each sentence. Did you find the following synonyms?

motor vehicle — vehicle — (electric) car — automobile
motor — engine

fuel — gasoline — petro

Being able to identify synonyms is an important skill for the Reading Test. For example,
the question might use the words rely on and the passage contains the words depend on. If
you do not know that these are synonyms, you will have difficulty scanning to the correct
section of the passage and answering the question.

An antonym is a word that means the opposite of another: for example, hot and cold;
cheap and expensive. Be careful with antonyms because a word may have many meanings
and its opposite will relate to its context (e.g. clear — cloudylindistinctlimpreciselconfusing
or right —wronglleft) but you can usually guess the approximate meaning from the context.

The negative or opposite form of a word can also be created using a prefix (see below
for definition). For example: well — unwell, register — deregister.

Recognising such suffixes will help you in this area.

Identifying word families

Word families are groups of words that have the same root or base word. Different forms
of this root word are created through the use of affixes. There are two main types of
affixes: prefixes (added to the beginning of words) and suffixes (added to the end)

Prefixes usually show the opposite or a contrast. For example:

happy —> unhappy

In this case, the word form remains the same (adjective).

Suffixes, on the other hand, change the word form. For example:

happy —— happiness

The word form has changed from an adjective to a noun by adding the suffix —ness.

Building up a list of affixes and learning how they are used will help you when you are
guessing the meanings of new words.

Unit 1: Reading a
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Look at the following word families:

. CA
ero
classified (as) classificatory
unclassified classification
to be classified unclassifiable
to be declassified to reclassify classifiable

concern

(noun, verb)

l I l |
concerned to beffeel concerned —
(past tense verb and unconcerned (adjective, - :
. . : (adjective, present
verb participle, (adjective) passive verb) .
o . participle verb)
adjective) about something

Note the use of the preposition about with to be/feel concerned. This is an example of
a useful collocation (in this case a related preposition) to learn. Remember when you are
learning new words and word families to include common collocations.

It can be difficult to identify meaning if you do not have a context. As practice, write
a number of word families into your vocabulary book taken from the vocabulary of a
current text you are reading, and then write sentences containing each word.

The government'’s decision to declassify sensitive information about its security policy has
resulted in some concern being expressed by both political and military leaders.

e Focusing on IELTS Reading and Writing Skills
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ldentifying word families

In the following passage, identify all the words in the same word family as concern. List
them in the relevant row in the table below, indicating which row in the text they appear in.

Recently there has been increasing concern in many countries about the issue of
food security, although, in fact, people have been concerned about this problem

for many years. One issue is droughts, which create famine; this has especially
concerned governments, However, the issue of having enough available food for all
citizens concerns not only governments but also households and, as a result, some
concerned individuals have suggested having more government control of resources.
Additionally, there has been criticism of unconcerned citizens, those with the means
to purchase food at any price who do not feel concerned about the problem. It is very

concerning that these people do not seem to feel the same level of concern as the
general population.

Noun

Verb

Adjective

Recognising paraphrases and summaries

A paraphrase is a restatement of a short text or expression so that it has the same meaning
but uses different words (synonyms) and grammar structure. Paraphrasing is used to avoid

directly quoting the original text. A paraphrase is usually about the same length as the
original piece of text and contains the same information.

A summary is a shorter version of the original information in the text. It contains the
key information but omits details. Both of these devices are used in the Reading Test to
test your reading comprehension.

The ability to recognise paraphrases and summaries is perhaps the most important skill
that you can learn for both the IELTS test and your wider reading. This is because so many
of the question types use these techniques to test you. For example:

v the options in matching sentence endings questions, the stems in identifying information

questions, and the options in matching headings questions will be summaries of
information

v the words around the gap in a summary completion question will be a paraphrase,
which you will need to recognise when scanning.

Unit 1: Reading e
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Because both paraphrases and summaries use synonyms, reading widely and increasing
your vocabulary range will help you recognise these devices. When practising for the test,
use a highlighter to identify direct connections between the words and phr<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>